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Executive Summary

The initial DSG Settlement was received on 17 December 
2018. It provided:
1. Initial allocations for the Early Years Block (based on the 

January 2018 census). The draft budget will be updated to 
take into account local estimates of the 2019 and 2020 
January census points.     

2. Final allocations for the Schools Block based on the 
October 2018 schools census with the growth in pupil 
numbers providing an increase in funding of £2.2 million 
compared with the 2019-20 NFF based on the October 
2017 census. This is largely from the growth in secondary 
pupils in Bournemouth schools. The Growth Fund is 
greater than the minimum expected by £432k.

3. Final allocations for the Central School Services Block 
based on the October 2018 census with the increase in 
pupil numbers providing an additional £24k of funding. 
This increase was insufficient to cover the increase in 
charges for national DfE licenses of £39k. This means 
£15k less funding is available to support LA services. 

4. Initial allocations for the High Needs Block reflect BCP’s 
share of the national £125million at £798k. The relatively 
small funding element dependent on the January 2019 
census will be updated by the DfE in summer 2019. 

Recommendations To note the contents of the report. 

Reasons for 
Recommendations

Other papers consider the impact of the Settlement in more 
detail. 
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2019-20 DSG Settlement on 17 December 2018    
1. The December Settlement information compared with the budget for 2018-19  

and the draft 2019-20 budget in the October report is included in Table 1 below:  

Table 1 – DSG December Settlement 2019-20 
October
Report  
2019-20

Change 
from 

October 
Budget
2018-19

Forecast
2019-20

Annual 
Change %

£000’s £000’s

Funding Block

£000’s £000’s £000’s
Early Years

2,667 34 2 year olds Entitlement 2,542 2,701 159
17,630 750 3 year olds Entitlement 16,465 18,380 1,915

113 (13) Pupil Premium 113 100 (13)
70 4 Disability Access Fund (DAF) 70 74 4

20,480 775 Total Early Years 19,190 21,255 2,065 10.8
Schools Block

102,559 196 Primary 102,755
88,949 2,008 Secondary 90,957

191,508 2,204 Total NFF 186,856 193,712 6,856 3.7
1,785 12 Premises 1,801 1,797 (4)
1,374 432 Growth 2,331 1,806 (525) (22.5)

194,667 2,648 Total Schools 190,988 197,315 6,327 3.3
Central School Services

1,747 24 NFF 1,792 1,771 (21)
291 0 Commitments 291 291 0

2,038 24 Total Central School Services 2,083 2,062 (21) (1.0)
High Needs 

38,087 0 Estimated NFF Funding 37,543 38,087 544
798 Share of national £125m 798 798

38,087 798 Total High Needs 37,543 38,885 1,342 3.6
255,272 4,245 Total DSG Funding 249,804 259,517 9,713 3.9
The shaded columns detail draft funding in the October report with the change reflecting the 
comparison with the December Settlement.    

Early Years Block
2. The published information includes indicative allocations only and these will be 

updated in summer 2019 and 2020 based on future data returns.  
3. The estimated early years block funding for the free entitlements in 2019-20 in 

the draft budget at October was based on the 2017-18 academic year actual take 
up for 2, 3 and 4 year olds across BCP. 

4. The DfE in providing estimated funding for 2019-20 has used the January 2018 
early years census. These significantly higher figures for the 3&4 entitlement 
reflect the growth in take up seen locally for the extra 15 hours (for working 
parents) between the autumn and spring terms of 2017-18 as the new policy 
started to become embedded in the sector.      
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5. The Pupil Premium and DAF have not been updated by the DfE to reflect the 
addition of Christchurch pupils. The October local estimate used the amounts 
disaggregated from Dorset’s 2018-19 budget. 

6. Early years funding will be updated from census take up of free entitlement hours 
in January 2019 and January 2020, with all funding being finalised in summer 
2020. The BCP final budget for 2019-20 will be based on the latest local estimate 
of take up at each census point.        

Schools Block 

7. School Block allocations are now final for 2019-20 with mainstream school NFF 
allocations updated to reflect pupil numbers at the October 2018 census and with 
Growth Fund allocations determined according to the new national approach. 

8. The final unit values for the mainstream NFF for BCP have been confirmed, with 
little change from those estimated in the draft budget at October. The mainstream 
NFF totals compared with the October report (which used 2018-19 pupil numbers 
to isolate the impact of NFF unit value changes at £4.7m) are shown in Table 2 
below. Rising pupil numbers providing further funding of £2.2m with the increase 
between years being £6.9m overall (3.7%). 

Table 2: Mainstream Schools Final NFF 2019-20     
October Report December Settlement Change

Pupil 
Numbers

Unit 
Value £

Funding
£000’s

Pupil 
Numbers

Unit 
Value £

Funding
£000’s

Funding 
£000’s

Primary 27,615 £3,714 102,559 27,669 £3,714 102,755 196
Secondary 17,782 £5,002 88,949 18,182 £5,003 90,957 2,008
Total NFF 191,508 193,712 2,204

9. The October 2018 census contained an additional 454 pupils compared with the 
previous year, comprising 54 primary and 400 secondary. This growth is 
continuing in September 2019 with the Growth Fund paper on the agenda 
considering how this in-year growth is to be funded.

10.Updated school data from the October 2018 census is not reflected in the NFF 
primary and secondary units of funding until 2020-21. The school level census 
data used to calculate individual school budgets arrived on 19 December. The 
affordability of proposals considered at the December meeting are in the process 
of being evaluated.   

11.The Growth Fund allocation at £1.8m is higher than the forecast at October by 
£432k. The forecast was set at the announced protected minimum funding level. 
The final allocation however is lower than 2018-19 by £0.5m. The Growth Fund 
paper considers this allocation in more detail.   
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Central School Services Block (CSSB)
12.The funding rates for the Central School Services Block are as forecast in the 

December report. 
13.The rise in pupil numbers at census has increased the funding available for on-

going functions by £24k but the DfE charges for licenses have been notified with 
an increase of £39k. This reduces the amount available for LA functions by £15k.       

High Needs Block
14.The High Needs Block allocations include the BCP share of the national £125m 

additional funding at £0.8m. This reduces the high needs funding gap identified in 
the December report of £5.4m to £4.6m. The separate report on the agenda 
considers how this remaining gap can be closed. Additional funding at the same 
level has been provided for 2018-19 and this will reduce the forecast deficits at 
March 2019 for Bournemouth and Dorset.   
  

15.The total BCP funding allocation is estimated at £38.9m with one element 
(import/export adjustment) of the published information to be updated in the 
summer 2019. The adjustment currently uses the January 2018 census data with 
Christchurch pupils not yet reflected in the calculations for BCP. The final 
allocation will be adjusted for all LAs to reflect the January 2019 census 
information. In the meantime, a local estimate has been made of this negative 
adjustment based on data provided by the DfE and recent trends. The Dorset LA 
has made a similar (but opposite) adjustment in their budget planning. 

Recommendations 
16.  To note the contents of the report. 

Legal Implications
17.Schools Forum must be advised of the DSG Settlement. 

Background Papers
None


